Packers hold off Patriots to win Super Bowl 33-28
Rodgers out-duels Brady!
Atlanta, GA – For once the action on the field actually lived up to the hype as superstar quarterbacks Aaron Rodgers and Tom Brady traded punches for three hours with Rogers’ Green Bay Packers prevailing in the Super Bowl over Brady’s New England Patriots 33-28.  And, the Packers did it the hard way, losing three starting offensive linemen during the game and holding off a fourth quarter rally by the Patriots.
The Pack scored early, following the first of two Ha-Ha Clinton Dix’s interceptions in quarter number one, as Rodgers led Green Bay on a 72-yard drive, with Eddie Lacy taking it in from five yards out.  On their very next possession, the Packers offensive machine, which had averaged more than 500 yards per game in their previous four playoff games, went on a 67 yard march, with Rodgers connecting with Randall Cobb for a 21 yard score, and a 14-0 lead.

But Brady, who always seems to rise to the occasion, took the Pats on an 80-yard drive, with LaGarrette Blount carrying it in from the Packers’ five yard line to cut the lead in half.  After New England's touchdown, Aaron Rodgers connected on a 55 yard pass to Davante Adams to the Patriot 25 yard line, and it appeared as if the momentum was, once again, shifting to the Packers.  But, on his very next pass he missed Richard Rodgers and the ball deflected into Patriot's safety Patrick Chung's arms at the New England 13 yard line.  Chung returned it to 17, where Brady and Company began a 13-play 87 yard scoring drive, culminating in a 10-yard TD pass to Danny Amendola knotting the score at 14-all.  During the drive, Brady showed why he is one of the greatest post-season signal callers in history as he connected on four critical third down conversions.

But, momentum is a very fickle attribute in a football game, and Rodgers and the Packers soon answered.  On the very first play from scrimmage after New England's tying touchdown, the Green Bay quarterback hit Cobb on a 59 yard completion to the Patriots' 21 yard line.  That’s when the drive appeared to stall.  With Lacy being dropped for a loss of eight and Rob Ninkovich recording his second sack of the game, the Packers faced a 3rd and 20 from the New England 31.  But Rodgers found his favorite receiver, Jordy Nelson, behind Patriots’cornerback Kyle Arrington for a 31 yard TD to, once again, give Green Bay the lead, 21-14!

Ironically, just before the half, Patriots’ place kicker Steven Gostkowski connected on a 57 yard field goal, only to see it wiped out by an offside penalty.  This would prove very important as the game went on.

The second half saw the Patriots tie it up when Brady found Julian Edelman for a 45-yard score on their very first possession.  And Green Bay’s problems on the offensive line culminated with their third starter being forced out of the game with an injury when offensive guard T.J. Lang went down.  Earlier in the contest the Packers lost offensive tackle Brian Bulaga in the first quarter; along with his replacement, J.C. Tretter and starting center Corey Linsley, both injured in the second quarter.
Packers’ place-kicker, Mason Crosby, gave Green Bay a three point lead at the end of the third quarter with the first of his four second-half field goals.  He then connected on a 50-yarder early in the final period to extend the Packers’ lead to six points.

Then, a huge mistake by the Patriots.  On their second possession of the fourth quarter, New England punter Ryan Allen could not get a handle on the snap back to him and was tackled, giving the ball to the Packers on downs at the Pats’ 30 yard line.  And, even though the Patriot’s defense moved Rodgers and the Green Bay offense back to the 37, Crosby calmly connected on a 54-yard field goal to put the Pack up by nine with less than 6:00 to play.
Still, Brady is Brady, and he took New England on a furious drive that took less than two minutes, ending in a second touchdown pass to Edelman and cutting the Packers’ lead to two points with 3:30 left to play.

At this point New England coach, Bill Belichick, elected to kick it deep, hoping his defense would step up, especially against Green Bay’s depleted offensive front.  And, at first, the decision seemed to pay off as the Packers’ Jarret Boykin only returned the kick to his own 11 yard line.  But Rodgers, once again, came up with the big play, hitting Cobb on a crossing pattern that covered 80 yards to the New England nine yard line, before Cobb was caught from behind.  But three plays ended on Green Bay’s one yard line with Lacy being stopped just short of the end zone.  Enter Crosby to try and add to the Packers’ lead and force Green Bay to have to score a touchdown.  But, the way this game was going back and forth it really wasn’t a huge surprise when his short, 18-yard field goal attempt was blocked!  Brady and the Patriots were back in business from their own 8 yard line!

But Brady threw an interception, the second of the game for Clinton-Dix, and Crosby did kick his final field goal of the game with 30 seconds remaining to give the Packers their 5-point lead.

Amazingly, Crosby shanked his kick-off and it went out of bounds!  Brady completed two 15-yard passes – one to Rob Gronkowski and one to Brandon LaFell . . . but with no timeouts remaining, the game ended with New England on Green Bay’s 35 yard line and the victory went to Rodgers and the Packers!  And, if not for that long field goal that the Pats lost at the end of the first half because of the penalty, who know how this one might have ended?
But for Green Bay it was pure bliss in the post-game celebration.  MVP Randall Cobb, in particular, had a terrific game, hauling in seven passes for a remarkable 211 yards and a touchdown!  This was a Super Bowl for the ages!  A truly exciting and amazing experience! 
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