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A. Criteria and Background 
 

Criteria. For modern seasons where scramble data is available, it’s 1.0 runs per game after subtracting 

scrambles and kneel downs. To determine kneel downs, APBA reviews all pertinent game logs. For older 

seasons, APBA decided to cap the scramble numbers at 4. Anyone who qualified for > 4 scramble 

numbers AND has > 1.0 runs per game gets an *. 

Background. I would be remiss if I didn’t give Doug Reese credit for championing this innovation. It was 

his persistence that paid off for creating this great innovation that enhances accuracy and realistic play 

calling. Below is a chart of all quarterback cards coded with an asterisk in the 2024 APBA card set and an 

image of Lamar Jackson’s 2024 card. 

 

 

 

 

 

  



B. Determine Called Runs & Dropbacks for QB* (Data Available) 
 

Pro-Football-Reference.com has the data available for the 2018 NFL season and beyond. Using Lamar 

Jackson’s card as an example, I will demonstrate how to use Pro-Football Reference Advanced Stats to 

determine his exact number of scrambles to determine the exact number of called or designed runs.  

Step 1. 2024 Baltimore Ravens Rosters, Stats, Schedule, Team Draftees, Injury Reports | Pro-Football-

Reference.com 

 

Step 2. Select Advance Stats hyperlink. 

 

 

Lamar Jackson had 45 scrambles during the 2024 NFL season. 

https://www.pro-football-reference.com/teams/rav/2024.htm
https://www.pro-football-reference.com/teams/rav/2024.htm


Step 3. Determining Called Runs. Determine Lamar Jackson’s total rushing attempts by viewing the 

Advanced Rushing table directly below Advanced Passing table. 

 

To determine his called or designed runs, subtract his 45 scrambles from his total rushing attempts 139 

equals 94 designed/called rushing attempts (139-45=94). I would enter 94 into my Running Back 

locators. If manually calling the game, I would alternate between 5 and 6 called runs per game. 

 

 

The next step is to determine Lamar Jackson’s dropbacks for the 2024 NFL season. Dropbacks are 

determined by adding pass attempts + sacks + scrambles/games played (474+23+45/17=31.8 or 32). If 

using season dropback average to replay the season, the replayer would call 32 dropbacks per game to 

reach his attempts, scrambles and sack totals.  

 

 



C. Determine Called Runs & Dropbacks for QB* (Data Non-Available) 
  

Pro-Football Reference.com only has the Advanced Stats feature for the 2018 season and beyond. So, if 

using a prior season, you can use an innovation that I created a few years back. A detailed PowerPoint 

presentation detailing every aspect of this innovation can be downloaded here. 

https://oguard62.net/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/Augmenting-QB-Rushing-Attempts.pdf 

An Excel file that simplifies this innovation can be downloaded here. https://oguard62.net/wp-

content/uploads/2023/06/Augmenting-QB-Rushing-Attempts.xlsx 

I will use Roger Staubach’s 1970 card and statistics to demonstrate (see below). 

 

 

https://oguard62.net/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/Augmenting-QB-Rushing-Attempts.pdf
https://oguard62.net/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/Augmenting-QB-Rushing-Attempts.xlsx
https://oguard62.net/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/Augmenting-QB-Rushing-Attempts.xlsx


 

Using the downloaded Excel spreadsheet, complete the below six steps to determine how many 

scramble numbers would have to be on Roger Staubach’s card to reach his actual rushing attempts. 

Remember, prior to *code, APBA strictly used scramble numbers to achieve rushing totals.  

Step 1. Enter pass, rush attempts and sacks into applicable cells (F5, G5, and H5). 

Step 2. Enter total from Cell I5 into cell K5. 

Step 3. Look at  QB's P-Column on card to determine amount of penalty numbers (35, 36) listed and 

place x next to applicable cell as a reminder of what cell to use in multiplication  (I9, I10, I11, or I12). 

Step 4. Look at QB's P-column on card to determine the amount of scramble numbers (26, 27) and enter 

amount in cell F14. 

Step 5.  Select cell I15 and verify cell I6 is multiplied with correct penalty number cell (x reminder). 

Step 6. Look at cell I15 to determine how many scramble numbers are required to achieve rush 

attempts.  



 

Now we know that Roger Staubach would require seven scramble numbers on his card to replicate his 

27 rushing attempts. The next step is to translate those seven scramble numbers into actual rushing 

attempts.  

Step 7. Lower rushing attempts in cell G5 until cell I15 equals cell F14.   

Once step 7 is obtained, the amount of "additional" called runs is listed in cell L5. 

Roger Staubach requires the replayer to call seven additional rushing attempts or plug that number into 

Running Back locators to reach his 27 rushing attempts. 

 


