
AAFC Player Profile: Clarence “Ace” Parker 

Clarence McKay "Ace" Parker (May 17, 1912 – November 6, 2013) 
was an American football and baseball player and coach. He played 
professional football as a quarterback, tailback and safety in the 
National Football League (NFL) for the Brooklyn Dodgers (1937–
1941) and the Boston 
Yanks (1945) and in the 
All-America Football 
Conference (AAFC) for the 
New York Yankees. He 
was an All-American 
selection at Duke 
University in 1936. Parker 
also played in the Major 
League Baseball (MLB) 
during 1936 and 1937 with the Philadelphia Athletics. He served as 
the head baseball coach at Duke from 1953 to 1966. Parker was 
inducted into the College Football Hall of Fame as a player in 1955 
and the Pro Football Hall of Fame in 1972. 

1946 -1948 AAFC. 

Parker was drafted by the Brooklyn Dodgers as the third pick of the 
second round in the 1937 NFL draft. Sammy Baugh was the only 
passer drafted ahead of Parker. Parker, who played for the 
Philadelphia Athletics of Major League Baseball beginning in 1937, 
originally had no intention of playing in the NFL. Baseball was the 
glamour pro sport at the time, and the NFL had a rough, vulgar 
reputation. But perhaps because of his .117 batting average that 
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year, he asked for and received permission from the A's to play 
football. 

Parker thus became a true two-sport phenomenon, playing both 
Major League Baseball and NFL football in both 1937 and 1938. 
Parker, playing various infield positions, batted .179 over two 
seasons with the A's, scoring 20 runs with 25 RBI over 94 games. 
Parker was the first American League player (and second player 
overall, behind National Leaguer Eddie Morgan) of only a handful of 
Major League Baseball players to hit a home run as a pinch-hitter in 
their first at bat.  

He rejoined the former owner of the Dodgers, Dan Topping, in 1946 
as part of the New York Yankees of the new All-America Football 
Conference (AAFC). 
Coached by former 
Washington Redskins 
coach Ray Flaherty and led 
by Parker, the Yankees won 
the AAFC East, giving 
Parker his only division title 
in pro football. The Yankees 
met the powerful Cleveland 
Browns in the 
championship game. The 
Yankees played well but eventually succumbed to the Browns. 
Parker was 8 of 18 passing, for only 81 yards and an interception. 
Parker retired after the game, completing a fine career at age 34. 
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